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Objective In South Korea, there were 12,906 suicides in 2022. This number is 4.7 times higher than the number of traffic accident
deaths—i.e., 2,753—in the same year. Suicide is so serious that it is the fifth leading cause of death in South Korea. We would like to dis-
cuss how the National Assembly Suicide Prevention Forum was established, what role it has played in preventing suicide, and what role it
should play in the future.

Methods We will look into the representatives and lawmakers who made up the National Assembly Suicide Prevention and summarize
the topics of seminars conducted in each period.

Results Through the establishment of the National Assembly Suicide Prevention Forum in 2018, which is referred to hereafter as the
“Forum,” various efforts have been made to garner the attention of government ministries, which has led to an increase of 6.7 times in the
budget for suicide prevention compared to 2017. With the launch of the forum, private organizations that had previously been working
independently in their own fields were able to come together and speak with a unified voice. The formation of the Forum has brought the
issue of suicide, which had previously been buried in the dark corners of our society, to the forefront as a social problem, and it has pro-
vided an impetus for seeking solutions.

Conclusion In the 22nd National Assembly of South Korea, the National Assembly Suicide Prevention Forum is expected to play a more
prominent role, which is expected to lead to substantial achievements in suicide prevention. ~ Psychiatry Investig 2024;21(7):681-690
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INTRODUCTION

In 2022, there were 12,906 suicides in Korea.' This number
is 4.7 times higher than the number of traffic accident deaths
in 2022, which was 2,753. From 2020 to 2022, the number of
deaths by suicide totaled 39,453, thereby exceeding the ap-
proximately 35,000 deaths caused by coronavirus disease-2019
(COVID-19) during the same period. A relevant factor is that
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the prevalence of depression, which is highly associated with
suicide, has increased during the COVID-19 period.?

Suicide is the fifth leading cause of death in South Korea. By
age group, it is the leading cause of death among individuals
in their teens, twenties, and thirties, while it is the second lead-
ing cause of death among those in their forties and fifties. The
suicide rate per 100,000 people is 27 for those in their sixties,
37.8 for those in their seventies, and a staggering 60.6 for those
aged eighty and above.'

Moreover, the relatives of suicide victims belong to a high-
risk group for suicide themselves, with approximately 90,000
individuals being added to this group annually. The socio-
economic loss due to suicide amounts to a staggering 5.4 tril-
lion Korean won annually;,’ thus highlighting the significance
of suicide as a social issue in South Korea.

The direct causes of suicide include mental disorders such
as depression, economic problems, and illnesses. However,
suicide occurs when individual internal risk factors coincide
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with societal factors such as rapid changes in social structure
and values as a result of weakened social cohesion, the emer-
gence of economic problems, and social isolation, all within a
context where the nation’s welfare, human rights, and health-
care systems fail to function properly.

The increase in the suicide rate in South Korea can be at-
tributed to various factors. Suicide should be approached as a
problem that requires efforts to address social prejudice and
social issues that can be solved. However, this is not how it is
typically approached in reality. Particularly noteworthy here
is Korea’s low level of government attention and investment
compared to countries with lower suicide rates, which is a
problem that needs to be reconsidered.

In reality, policies regarding suicide in South Korea are
overseen by the Ministry of Health and Welfare, but they are
fragmented across different ministries; further, within each
ministry, the prioritization of suicide prevention is lacking,
leading to ongoing concerns about the effectiveness of poli-
cies. Moreover, the involvement of civil society organizations,
the medical profession, religious groups, and other private
sector networks and support in suicide prevention is virtual-
ly non-existent.

However, through the establishment of the National As-
sembly Suicide Prevention Forum in 2018, which is referred
to hereafter as the “Forum,” various efforts have been made to
garner the attention of government ministries, which has led
to an increase of 6.7 times in the budget for suicide preven-
tion compared to 2017. With the launch of the forum, private
organizations that had previously been working indepen-
dently in their own fields were able to come together and speak
with a unified voice. The formation of the Forum has brought
the issue of suicide, which had previously been buried in the
dark corners of our society, to the forefront as a social prob-
lem, and it has provided an impetus for seeking solutions.

Issues and improvement methods regarding laws and reg-
ulations for suicide prevention have been discussed in the
National Assembly alongside criticisms and encouragements
directed toward the governments role. Various efforts have
been made to discover and reward contributors dedicated to
suicide prevention, and exchanges with other members of the
international community, which had started reducing suicide
rates before Korea did, were also facilitated.

The previously stagnant budget for suicide prevention has
been consistently increased, and there have been notable
achievements such as social problematization through active
amendments to related laws, particularly the Suicide Preven-
tion Act. As the 22nd National Assembly begins, by reflecting
on the accomplishments of the Suicide Prevention Forum’s
establishment and activities, I aim to contribute to helping us
break away from the stigma of being known as the “Republic
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of Suicide” by examining the outcomes of the amended Sui-
cide Prevention Act and to the efforts aiming for a reduction
in the suicide rate.

THE BACKGROUND AND COMPOSITION
OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SUICIDE
PREVENTION FORUM

According to Constitution of the Republic of Korea, the na-
tion must protect the lives and property of the people, and Ar-
ticle 34, Paragraph 6 states that the nation must strive to pre-
vent disasters and protect people from the dangers.*

The significant reduction that has been achieved in traffic
accident fatalities, which peaked at 13,492 in 1991° and had
fallen to 2,735 by 2022, can largely be attributed to the state’s
adherence to the roles and responsibilities specified in the
Constitution above, specifically by prioritizing eftorts to pro-
tect citizens from traffic accidents.

While there may be various reasons for this reduction, such
as the expansion of safety facilities, strengthened enforcement,
and the implementation of traffic safety education, what made
these efforts possible was the overall enhancement of traffic
safety standards through the revision and enactment of rele-
vant laws such as the Traffic Safety Act, Road Traffic Act, and
Pedestrian Safety Act, which was supported by increased bud-
get allocations.

In South Korea, the drafting and revision of bills and the al-
location of budgets are solely within the authority of the Na-
tional Assembly. Article 40 of the Constitution stipulates that
“legislative power belongs to the National Assembly,” while
Article 54 states that “the National Assembly deliberates and
confirms the national budget In other words, based on its
legislative and budgetary powers, there have been various ef-
forts made to protect precious lives from being lost in traffic
accidents.

This was made possible by the establishment of the “Na-
tional Assembly Traffic Safety Forum,” which was first formed
in the 17th National Assembly in 2004 and continues to op-
erate to this day.

The National Assembly Traffic Safety Forum, which is an
unregistered research group composed of Members of the Na-
tional Assembly, has for years been actively engaged in vari-
ous activities aimed at enhancing traffic safety legislation.
These activities include prohibiting the viewing of video de-
vices while driving, securing pedestrian rights on side roads,
strengthening provisions related to school buses for children,
introducing devices to prevent drunk driving, and advocating
for the investment of all traffic violation fines into traffic safety
measures, securing budgets, and establishing networks among
civil society, government, and the National Assembly, as well



as recognizing and rewarding contributors (Table 1).52¢

Reflecting on the history of suicide prevention in South Ko-
rea, three pivotal stages can be seen to emerge: the first mile-
stone is the establishment of the Korea Association for Suicide
Prevention, a non-profit private organization that was formed
with the goal of embodying a spirit of valuing life in society
and conducting various organized activities such as educa-
tion, promotion, crisis intervention, research, program devel-
opment, and policy proposals for suicide prevention. In De-
cember 2003, experts from the medical, media, legal, and
local community sectors convened for a inaugural general
meeting. Subsequently, in April 2004, the organization re-
ceived approval from the Ministry of Health and Welfare to
be designated as a corporation. Since then, it has performed
its role as a private organization for suicide prevention while
focusing on education, research, and policy direction.””*

The second milestone is the “Suicide Prevention and Re-
spect for Life Culture Promotion Act (Act No. 18900)”, which
was enacted on March 30, 2011 and enforced from March 31,
2013.* The Suicide Prevention Act was established to protect
the precious lives of all people and promote a culture of re-
spect for life by stipulating necessary matters regarding the
national duty and prevention policies concerning suicide. The
enactment of the Suicide Prevention Act was significant in
that it acknowledged the serious harm that is caused by the
prevalence of suicide in our society and emphasizes the need
for national and public efforts to prevent it.

The third milestone is the establishment of the National As-
sembly Suicide Prevention Forum. On February 27, 2018, 34
members of the National Assembly spearheaded the forma-
tion of the forum. The National Assembly Suicide Prevention
Forum, which is composed of voluntary unregistered research
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groups of legislators who are driven by interest in and passion
for suicide prevention among residents and the entire nation,
aims to promote legislative initiatives for suicide prevention-
related laws and institutional improvements, secure budgets,
facilitate information sharing among relevant organizations,
maintain organic networks and cooperative relationships, and
provide various policy support for suicide prevention research
and initiatives. By the end of the 20th National Assembly, the
membership had increased to 39 members (Table 2).*>*

The launch of the National Assembly Suicide Prevention
Forum signifies the complete formation of a suicide preven-
tion network through mutual complementation and support,
including efforts from civil society (the establishment of the
Korea Association for Suicide Prevention) and the govern-
ment (the enactment of the Suicide Prevention Act), along
with the participation of the National Assembly in activities
aimed at preventing suicide. This marks the emergence of a
focal point for suicide prevention activities and initiatives,
which were previously scattered, thus indicating the birth of
a central hub for suicide prevention efforts.

ACHIEVEMENT OF HOSTING POLICY
SEMINARS BY THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
SUICIDE PREVENTION FORUM

The most important objectives of the parliamentary re-
search group’s operation are the “enactment and revision of
laws” and “securing budgets” To support these goals, this
group explores relevant social factors, gathers opinions from
various sectors, and holds policy seminars to devise effective
alternatives. The National Assembly Suicide Prevention Fo-
rum has held 23 policy seminars from its inception in 2018

Table 1. Composition of the National Assembly Traffic Safety Forum by session

Session Duration Forum Name Representative Participating assembly
(yr) assembly member members (number)
1 2004-2008 A gathering of Members of the National Assembly Sye-Kyun Chung 34
for the establishment of an advanced traffic culture®"
2 2008-2012 National Assembly Traffic Safety Forum'®" Tae-hee Yim 58
3 2012-2016  National Assembly Traffic Safety Forum'**® Sang-Min Lee, Seung-Yong Joo, 123
Gi-Hyeon Kim, Kyung Pil Nam
4 20162020 National Assembly Traffic Safety Forum'®* Choon Suak Lee 66
5 2020-2024 National Assembly Traffic Safety Forum* 2 Kwan-Suk Youn 77

Table 2. Composition of the National Assembly Suicide Prevention Forum by session

) Duration Representative Participating assembly
Session Forum name
(yr) assembly member members (number)
1 2018-2020  National Assembly Suicide Prevention Forum*  Hye-Young Won, Seung-Yong Joo, 39
Yong-Tae Kim
2 2020-2024  National Assembly Suicide Prevention Forum® Ho-Jung Yun, Jae-Ok Yun 59
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Table 3. Achievement of hosting policy seminars by the National Assembly Suicide Prevention Forum

Year Date Category
2018  7.23. How serious is suicide? Are the statistics accurate?** Cause
8.30. Why are people driven to suicide?” Cause
9.19. How insufficient is the budget?* Budget
10.2.  The 1st International Seminar - efforts of the international community for suicide prevention® Other
11.29. What are the roles and measures of each institution in suicide prevention?® Organization
12.26.  What are the improvement measures for suicide prevention laws and regulations?® Policy
2019  4.30. How can the surge in suicides in spring be prevented?* Cause
6.19.  Policy directions for preventing worker suicides® Other
8.14.  Establishment of community suicide prevention networks* Organization
11.20. How to rescue youth in crisis?* Target
124. 2nd International Seminar -international efforts for suicide prevention* Target
2020  10.29. 3rd International Seminar - COVID-19 and suicide prevention® Other
2021  6.29. New projects and budget acquisition plans for suicide prevention in 2022%* Budget
8.17. Emergency response and measures for suicide attempters® Other
12.7.  4th International Seminar -two years of COVID-19, national and global suicide trends and Policy
prospects, solutions to COVID-19?*
12.21. Activation plan for suicide prevention counseling systems® Other
2022 6.14. Key suicide prevention initiatives by each sector for the new government™ Other
9.6.  5th International Seminar -strategies for community suicide prevention in the with-COVID era”* Other
10.25. Disaster mental health and suicide prevention in the with-COVID era* Policy
2023  4.25. Rising adolescent suicide! What is the problem?*® Target
6.27.  Role of media and improvement measures for suicide prevention™ Target
9.5.  6th International Seminar - adolescent suicide prevention® Target
10.31. Development of suicide prevention pledges for the 22nd presidential election in 2024 Policy
COVID-19, coronavirus disease-2019
through 2023 (Table 3).*** Since raising concerns about sui- Cause
cide statistics on July 23, 2018, there have been ongoing ef-
forts to clarify the causes of suicide, raise issues related to or- 035};?
ganization and budget, and find specific solutions for workers, Budget
adolescents, and others. The seminar topics were distributed %
as follows: target 22%, policy 17%, cause 13%, budget 9%, or-
ganization 9%, and other 30% (Figure 1).
In particular, the forum has been benchmarking interna- Organization

tional efforts related to suicide prevention annually and orga-
nizing international seminars to grasp the latest trends.

The issues and bills uncovered through this process have led
to legislative proposals, government requests, and inquiries
that have achieving social outcomes for suicide prevention.

KEY PARTICIPATION OF THE KOREAN
NEUROPSYCHIATRIC ASSOCIATION

The establishment of the National Assembly Suicide Pre-

vention Forum spearheaded efforts for institutional improve-
ment due to the active participation and advocacy of the Ko-
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Policy

17% Target
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Figure 1. Seminar topic distribution of National Assembly Suicide
Prevention Forum.

rean Neuropsychiatric Association (referred to hereafter as
‘KNPA), which has been dedicated to suicide prevention since
the 1990s.

Since the inaugural policy seminar of the forum titled “How



Serious is Suicide? Are the Statistics Accurate?”, the KNPA has
made proactive contributions toward suicide prevention by
accounting for leadership roles in 11 out of 23 seminars as
Chairs and 13 out of 23 seminars as presenters (Table 4).

As aripple effect of the first seminar, which raised the issue
of the immediacy of statistics, the Ministry of Health and Wel-
fare began releasing provisional monthly statistics for suicide
victims from 2020 onwards. Moreover, prompted by the issues
raised by Jong-Woo Paik (Kyunghee University) during the
second seminar regarding the shortcomings and recommen-
dations for suicide prevention budgets, the budget increased
significantly from 137 billion won in 2018 to 234 billion won
in 2019, and it further increased to 489 billion won by 2023.

Participants from the KNPA also advocated for evidence-
based suicide prevention policies targeting specific groups
such as workers and adolescents, specifically by urging for
their legislation. They also called for the need for support for
local governments and communities, as well as the establish-
ment of improvement measures in legislation and systems.

Further, along with domestic experts, international experts
such as Martin Vandendyck, WHO Pacific Mental Health
and Substance Abuse Coordinator (2023); Christine Morgan,
Chair of the National Mental Health Commission in Austra-
lia (2020); Merete Nordentoft, Director of the National Centre
for Suicide Research and Prevention of Mental Ill-Health in
Denmark (2020); Dan Reidenberg, Executive Director of the
Suicide Awareness Voices of Education in the United States
(2020); Bruce Shahbaz, member of the Public Policy Com-
mittee of the Suicide Prevention Foundation in the United
States (2019); and Jan Mainz, professor of Health Services
Research at Aalborg University Hospital in Denmark (2018),
have participated in international seminars. They have shared
advanced insights gleaned from suicide prevention cases from
developed countries and made efforts to enhance cooperation
in suicide prevention and mental health between Korea and
other countries. This has served as the basis for the revision of
suicide prevention methods, which will be described in detail
later.

Table 4. Participation of KNPA members in policy seminars of the
National Assembly Suicide Prevention Forum

Participation ~ Number of Number of  Participation
category occurrences participants rate (%)
Chair 23 11 48
Presentation 23 13 57
Discussion 23 13 57

The number of KNPA members’ seminar participation and the
number of participants were calculated by extracting each individ-
ual from the seminar data (Table 3). KNPA, Korean Neuropsychi-
atric Association
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REVISION AND LEGISLATIVE
ACHIEVEMENTS OF SUICIDE
PREVENTION LAWS IN THE
FIRST TERM

In the National Assembly Suicide Prevention Forum, which
was launched on February 27, 2018, 17 suicide prevention bill
revisions were proposed in total, and among them, four bills
were passed (Table 5).%

Choun-sook Jung, Dong-min Ki, and others submitted a re-
vised bill stating that the President and Prime Minister should
serve as control towers; as an alternative, the Suicide Preven-
tion Policy Committee, with the Prime Minister as its chair-
man, was established. This underscores the importance of
suicide prevention not being the responsibility of a single
ministry but requiring the involvement of multiple ministries,
and it emphasizes the importance of the government’s role in
actively executing this.

It was also stipulated that the Suicide Prevention Basic Plan,
which is compiled by the government every 5 years, should
include guidelines for media reporting on suicide and mea-
sures to ensure compliance. Measures have also been intro-
duced to facilitate the exchange of information between the
police, fire department, and suicide prevention centers, to make
it possible to request location information from information
communication service providers for the rescue of suicide-
risk individuals, and to facilitate the exchange of information
between relevant agencies to ultimately obtain a more accu-
rate understanding of suicide trends.

These advancements have made it possible to use informa-
tion for initial response, crisis intervention, and preventive
measures for suicide attempts, thus enabling the scientific
prevention of suicide in advance through immediate response
and data utilization.

Provisions prohibiting the distribution of suicide-inducing
information have also been newly established, which has made
it more difficult to access suicide-related information. Mea-
sures have been put in place to address potential suicide risk
groups among bereaved families, including the introduction
of services related to supporting bereaved families in suicide
prevention centers.

STATUS OF REVISION AND LEGISLATIVE
ACHIEVEMENTS OF SUICIDE
PREVENTION LAWS IN THE

SECOND TERM

The 2nd National Assembly Suicide Prevention Forum was
launched on September 9, 2020, at the peak of the COVID-19
pandemic. Initially, 20 members of the National Assembly
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participated in the launch, but as of December 31, 2023, 59
members of the National Assembly had participated, actively
engaging in suicide prevention activities.

In the second session of the forum, 14 suicide prevention
bills were proposed, and three of these were passed (Table 6).*

First, amendments to the law allow suicide prevention cen-
ters and related agencies to obtain personal information of
suicide attempters without their consent. This is significant, as
it causes a change from the passive role of relying on consent
from suicide attempters for post-management in suicide pre-
vention centers and support agencies within the local com-
munity, to a proactive and preemptive role that involves tak-

ing measures targeted to high-risk groups without always
receiving such consent.

Further, the legal foundation, which was previously lacking
even after the establishment of the Korea Foundation for Sui-
cide Prevention (January 6, 2021), has been formalized with-
in the Suicide Prevention Act.

Of particular note here is the mandatory provision of sui-
cide prevention education. Younsuk Choi and 10 others have
mandated suicide prevention education not only for central
government agencies and local governments under the Gov-
ernment Organization Act, senior welfare facilities under the
Senior Welfare Act, social welfare corporations under the So-

Table 5. Legislative achievements of the first term National Assembly Suicide Prevention Forum®

Date of
Number Proposer Main content
proposal
1 Chairperson of Health ~ November o Establishment of the Suicide Prevention Policy Committee under the Prime Minister’s

and Welfare 14,2018 Office
Choun-sook Jung et al.,

Dong-min Ki et al.,

Seung-Hee Kim et al.

« Inclusion of guidelines for suicide reporting and measures for compliance in the
Suicide Prevention Basic Plan, with the establishment of the basis for the establishment
of suicide reporting guideline

« Establishment of a system for information exchange between the police and suicide

prevention centers, among other institutions

« Recommendation for suicide prevention counseling and education for 911 rescue and

emergency personnel

December
27,2018

2 Chairperson of Health
and Welfare
Seog-Jun Song et al.,
Dong-min Ki et al.

« Establishment of regulations for the prohibition of and penalties regarding the
dissemination of suicide-inducing information.

« Granting emergency rescue agencies the authority to request access to and submission
of personal and location information of individuals at risk of suicide from information

communication service providers, and imposing an obligation on information

communication service providers to comply with such requests

« Addition of support and management duties for the families of suicide victims to the

responsibilities of suicide prevention centers

« Establishment of the basis for supporting life guardianship activities

3 Dong-Guen Shinetal.  January
31,2019

4 Kwang-Soo Kim etal.  April

« Introduction of mandatory cooperation obligation from relevant agencies for
understanding the reality of suicide

« Expansion of the obligation to broadcast suicide prevention promotional videos to

17,2019 include comprehensive broadcasting channels

Table 6. Legislative achievements of the 2nd National Assembly Suicide Prevention Forum®

Number Proposer Date of Main content
proposal
1 Sanghee Kimetal.  September « Establishing a basis by which organizations can initially receive information (such as
9,2020 name, and contact details) on suicide attempters without their consent, with the
provision to later destroy the information upon the request of the individual
2 Bongmin Jeon etal. December « Establishing the basis for establishment and operation of the Korea Foundation for
17,2021 Suicide Prevention, which integrates the functions of the Central Psychological Autopsy

Center and the Central Suicide Prevention Center

3 Younsuk Choi etal.  April
22,2022

« Establishing the legal basis for reporting mandatory suicide prevention education in
national agencies, public institutions, elderly and social welfare facilities, as well as

elementary, middle, and high schools, to the Minister of Health and Welfare
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cial Welfare Business Act, and businesses with 30 or more
employees, but also for schools under the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act; reporting on this matter has been man-
dated as well. This law will come into effect on July 12, 2024.
With this, suicide prevention education, which was previously
taboo and rarely mentioned, is expected to come to be avail-
able to the majority of the population thanks to the efforts of
the National Assembly, thereby contributing significantly to
the promotion of a culture of respect for life.

CONCLUSION

Since the establishment of the National Assembly Suicide
Prevention Forum, 31 amendments to suicide prevention laws
have been proposed by participating members of the forum,
resulting in seven revisions. The amendment and enforce-
ment of these laws incur a budget, and the benefits return to
our citizens under the name of striving to be a society safe
from suicide. Efforts to protect the lives of our citizens in the
National Assembly, representing the people, may be consid-
ered natural, but the establishment and activities of the fo-
rum, although they may be belated, are fortunate contribu-
tions to our society.

However, it may be regrettable that, for most of the dura-
tion of the second-term forum, substantial suicide prevention
activities have rarely been pursued due to the government’s
focus on responding to COVID-19, implementing social dis-
tancing measures, and isolation. This is in contrast to the
growing societal interest and momentum surrounding sui-
cide prevention.

In the upcoming 22nd National Assembly, the 3rd Suicide
Prevention Forum will be reinstated. I would like to offer sev-
eral suggestions regarding the future direction of the forum’s
activities.

First, it is necessary to identify and review issues related
not only to the Suicide Prevention Act but also to other legis-
lations.

Moreover, legislation alone cannot prevent suicide. In par-
ticular, relying solely on the Suicide Prevention Act will not
effectively reduce suicide rates in our country. The intended
purpose of legislation should be to establish a social safety net
to prevent the chain of events leading to suicide and to miti-
gate the negative cycle of suicides.

Therefore, in the next forum, it will be necessary to once
again examine many laws related to suicide in our society as
well as discover and revise legislation that can be effective in
suicide prevention, ultimately establishing a more concrete
societal system for suicide prevention. The second suggestion
is to secure the budget and establish a stable suicide preven-
tion fund. Before the forum was launched, the suicide preven-
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tion budget of the Ministry of Health and Welfare was 7.3
billion won in 2017, but it increased to 13.6 billion won the
following year. Since then, it has continued to increase each
year, specifically reaching 23.4 billion won in 2019, 29.1 bil-
lion won in 2020, 39.5 billion won in 2021, 45.1 billion won
in 2022, and 48.9 billion won in 2023. Compared to 2017, the
budget in 2023 increased by 6.7 times. While there have been
various efforts made by the government, the forum has also
played a significant role in deliberating upon and confirming
the national budget. However, compared to Japans 830 bil-
lion won, which has overcome similar challenges, our budget
is very low.”

In the next forum, it will be necessary to establish and op-
erate a “Suicide Prevention Fund” to ensure a more stable al-
location of resources for suicide prevention.

The National Assembly Suicide Prevention Forum has
played a crucial role in transforming the societal tragedy of
“suicide,” which our society has previously tended to conceal,
into a recognized problem that must be addressed. By offer-
ing a platform for discussion, it has unified suicide prevention
efforts and campaigns, which previously lacked a focal point
and often achieved limited success because of the scattered
nature of relevant activities. The significance lies in the possi-
bility of transnational suicide prevention activities involving
participation from the private sector, public sector, and the
parliament together, as such convergence has substantial
benefits.

In the current reality of the “Republic of Suicide,” we must
do whatever we can, even as we search for what to do for sui-
cide prevention. In the 22nd Korean National Assembly, the
role of the National Assembly Suicide Prevention Forum is
expected to become increasingly prominent, ultimately lead-
ing to substantial achievements in suicide prevention.
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